‘Do we need a protest law?’
Highlight Quotes from DVB Debate Season 3 Episode 1
26th July 2014
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“None of the police understand the concept of human rights. And former
military staff are still part of the police department”
(Robert Sann Aung, Advocate)
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The rights of individual people to have freedom of expression seem to depend
on the decisions made by the local authorities.
(U Marky. 88 Generation Peace and Open Society)
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“The Peaceful Assembly and Procession Act, section 18 should exist. I don’t
think this law is biased. If we have no laws then we will be living as we were
under the military era.”

(U Phone Myint Aung, MP)
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“If section 18 of the Peaceful Assembly Act is mainly to protect the people, then
what about the funeral of Ko Htun Htun in Mandalay where some people had
weapons in the procession. Have the police charged these kind of people?”

(Ko Myo Aung Htwe, Yangon School of Political Science )
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“Why aren't there equal punishments for all protestors? Why do they only
charge those they think are leaders, even if there is no evidence to say if
these people are the leaders of the protest or not? Why do they charge
people based on their opinions?”

(U Win Cho, Activist charged under the Peaceful Assembly Law)
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“We need to have section 18. If people want to protest in public areas like
hospitals or main roads then they definitely need permission.”
(Major Myint Htwe, Yangon Division Police Force)



